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the war-cry: "Isolation of the Social-Uemocrats !" At the same tiiiiHi 
however, the composition of the Ministry showed the prog-ress towunli 
the clemocratisation of public life which had been effected bv tlitf 
electoral reform. Indeed, the Government was a faithful rellectiou of iliN 
parliamentary majority, petty bourgeois and peasants 'occupying scull 
on the mnnsterial benches where hitherto only haughty Feiidals unit 
bureaucrats, divorced f.om the people, had sat. All bourgeois parMin 
supported this Government, and the opposition only consisted ol' tlm 
Social-Democrats and the representatives of the Ruthenian peasantry, | 

It was the hope of the propertied classes that their aliiain'ii 
would set a limit to the expansion of the Social-Democracy. In tlill k 
they were completely disappointed. Our criticism of the' sins, btith 
of commission and omission, of the bourgeois majority and its Govern, 
ment found a most lively echo in the minds of the electors, and tlit* ' 
bourgeois parties, in order to hold their own, were obliged to m;ikf» 
concessions to our demands. We thus succeeded in obtaining a numlmr 
ot important reforms, partly carried out b}- the Beck Government and 
partly prepared by it and carried out subsequently. The new hyi \ 
concerning the legal status of commercial emplo>es^; the legal rej;i|. 
lation of the hours of work in commercial establishments; tlie extci|. 
sion of accident insurance to the building trades; the suppression (if 
the use of white phos])horus in the match industry ; the extensimi 
aiid improvement of factory inspection; the issue \.f provisions Ini' 
the protection against lead poisoning; the improvement in the treat, 
ment and legal position of Government officials, Government servaiiiN, 
Tmd_ workers in the Government employ; the abolition of caiiiij 
service m the case of reservists of the eleventh and twelfth yearn | 
the reform of the law concerning the riglit of soldiers to l>riiitf 
forward complaints; a criminal law amendment act reducincr iU& 
punishment for offences against property; the safeguard- ing of tin* 
interests of the servants on some of the big railways which hadtt 
been nationalised — all these reforms were carried partly in direct 
response to our demands, and partly with our co-oi)eration"and under 
our effective criticism. 

The propertied classes being frightened by our victories in tli« 
campaign for the franchise and in the subsequent elections as well 
as by the growtn of our Trade Unions and co-operative movement, 
became very dissatished when they saw that we, notwithstanding 
the alliance of all bourgeois parties against us. were still able to 
exercise a great influence on the affairs of Parliament. The ciasi 
antagomsmus grew very acute, as illustrated by the fact that tht 
employers' associatons which were becoming ' ever stronger made 
prompt use of the industrial depression wdiich set in in 1908 in 
order to increase their terrorism against the workers and to form 
yellow ' Trade Unions, Nor were they idle in the political field Tho 
reproach that the international Social-Democracy is indifferent or 
even mimical to national interests has always been in Austria, where 
eight nations since 1848 have been carrying on an embittered struo-He 
lor power m the State, the provinces, and the communes, a ?erv 
etHpient weapon in the hands of the bourgeoisie against the prole- 
tariat. Accordingly the embers of national strife were now once more 
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MM.! into a llame in order to strike the social opponent. For sixty 

H the German nnd the Czechs had now been fighting against each 

il,..,- with the utmost vigour, so that the maintenance of the 

ihui.re between the two in the Government majority ^jyo^^ld have 

,.,i with the best will of those concerned been a rather dithcult 

.1. It became, however, an utterly impossible thing when the same 

, .hrs which had united against us in Parliament began to excite 

m, .•l.auvinist instincts amonsr the electors as a means of combatting 

In tMs way the national ideologie, which was used as a weapon 

Must us outside Parliament, rendered the coalition which had been 

a a-ainst us impossible within the walls of Parliament itself. 

Vh^eady in the summer of 1908 the German-Czech-Polish coa- 

, , and, together whit it, the Beck Government became gravely 

n.promised by the national feuds. Still the dangex of breaking up 

u'l'l have been averted had not the Coalition at the same time 

M.nnntered other and still more powerful forces inimical to it Ihere 

InnI already long been noticeable in the Court,_ teudal and bureau- 

.al.r circles a feeling against the Beck Ministry which though a 

i.nuigeois, was nevertheless a democratic Government, ihe longmg 

II..I a ^strong" Goveriimeufc became still greater as the prepara- 

, ,„ , [or the annexation of Bosnia approached their completion. 

. ItMuatolv by the clever use of the difhculties in winch the Ministry 

iM.llanded owing to the national conflicts within the Government 

.....lority, these reactionary circles succeeded m overthrowing the 

li.M-k (4binet and setting up in its place another under Bienerth 

The Bienerth Government is essentially ditierent from that 
. in. 1. preceded it. It is not a parliamentary, but a bureaucratic 
..nvrrnnient, representing not the bourgeois classes ot all the nations, 
l,H( ivlyino- on the German, Italian, and Polish bourgeoisies, while 
il.r Czech^ and Southern-Slavic bourgeois parties as well as the 
linlhenian remain opposed to it. It has never enjoyed more than a 
H,n iority of a few votes, and as the bourgeois parties ot te (Jppo- 
...linti allied in the Slavic Union, could always entertain the hope of 
Ih in-' able to upset it, Parliament got involved into an endless maze 
,.l hard political feuds which disturbed all serious work of reform. 
Up Social-Democratic Union has been fighting this Government from 
Hn' vrry first day of its inception. . ^, n ^ 

Hut our task was nut confined to opposing the Government. 
Ihr Slav bourgeois parties soon began to use against the Govern- 
,„.„( Ihe power of obstruction. The standing oidres of the House 
..MHl.Mvd it possible for any twenty members, by bringing m an 
•MMll.ss number of urgent motions which had to be discussed 
will,uiit delay and prior to any other question, to block most ettec- 
(uallv the order of the day. The use of this means of obstruction 
|,a,l ruined the old privilege-Parliament, and now made its appearance 
„, ilir democratic Parliament also. To us this Czech-Sloven oh- 
Mnu-tion appeared very dangerous. It not only hindered all economic 
wnrlv nf reform, it not only served as a means for small groups ot 
lMMu-<ois politicians to extort from any and every Government conces- 
,.mns to their special interests, but it also conjured up the great danger 
I hut Ihe violent scenes of obstruction would lower Parliament even m 
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teraptuously to set a' ide the inZlh)/ZT"'7^ ■''"''^^ ^' ^'''« ™"' 
prescribe to the nationalities Sr^i ":?"*'"* Parlian.ent „„,! 

their respective representatives had been ™ .hie u"T-°" '^' "' '' 

danger we had to combat and «o wf ?„ u. ? *"""" '"'''O"*- '''''I" 
of the Slavic Union with aU ot L^ht Tf^*v?'"f *^^ obstru.ti,,,, 
Its coiiclnsion this strugo-le ', "YnsfnTt ' *''"''''* 1'°'""* '''« ^^''H "• 
1909. As the ob.truct,o,rwafhrderinfr«?"t'''"''i?'' ^" ''""""""' 
of several commercial treaties o t, lof ? *""' ^'"^ consideraiin,, 

protection laws, the worS cl.l fZ ."™f "■t''."<=o »nd of some labour 
street demonstration whl/ Pa iaS'^,"^ fP'"'' the obstructio,„-.l. 
to break down the obstruction bitthl I ,• '"'"'^, *™« ^^' tO'iiK 
hours This action proved uc e<sfuT A %he ,"?"' ■^' ^"^ ^''^''t '-"'" 
"nw.lhng to drop the.r methwL withnn^ obstructing parties w.r. 
parties of the chance of using them tbevh" -^^P^vi"? «>« oth.r 
motion proposing, for the snac? of nn ^ themselves introduce! „ 
orders in such a wise as wonW , T i*" *" ''^■'"^'•^ ^^^ ^ta"<li"« 
of business in Pari ament i7 not rnit'l'' *''' "'f t^-'tion of the com- 1* 
Wficult. This motion wa ener^ti nVsT'^'f".'' K^^f''^* •'™''«'^"'''l' 
era ic Union and was adopted beca5lnT'^?!'i-''-'' *''' '^""'"'-I'en,,;- 
cratic Parliament not only obtained nrnt;- ^ **"' """'"« **>e 'I""" 
by chauvinist parties, b„t*^ was "so lltfT ''?f' "'f ^"*«- ''ttack, 
d'etat by those in power The gronndi "h" ^\' '^''"^^' "^ » <"'■'<]' 
^ve could continue our every davm. '""; «'us been won on wbh' , 
vernment. ^'^ '''*■' P<-"Jiamentary light against the Go! 

- by''tt l^veiitsln &tn- i"of i7 '"' 'V^^' ^^ "i-*^'*-' '" 
the annexation of Bosnia anil "./"''O'g" politics. - above all, h, 

other sections of the nnbUc tbe^^^^??.''""* developments. Like „l| 
tely by surprise by bis eWM^t wh ^i!"'"/?''^' ^^"^ *''^''' «on,pl, ' 
found ourselves confronted with l^"i *', ^'''-"='''°°'' us.sembled ' «„ 
representative on the DeWitin. +K 'Tf ««'="'"Plished fact. ()„r 
this event : iJcJegation thus defined our attitude toward' 

it. prin'S,: ttf S'trrhe"„e;ti:r't,''"'*^ "'' ^."^"- --*»-" 

of determining their desiiv a'^^id'^t w n"""t''%\'''°""^ *"« •■'*-''"■ 
the past striv'-e with al it 'poi'Vr he", r ^r'^'^f '* '"^^ ''" 
democratisation of the Strte , f Vi "''l.^^'hsation through th.. 
establishn.ent of a real ri^bt ,,f *.VT/'*'""' "<='^«^^"'T for th. 
nalities. It sees in the Sv.tio f '1'.''"''''"'''*^"" for all natio. 
Bosnia and Kerze^ovin. n th?n„ "^l^" "'='="P''^'^ countries ,d' 
a long e.xisting fac wCh n^ ZZ'r *'"'".?! ^""'''^ "-■•*'«'^ "I' 
development and the full Iment^ of '°'''^'^''^1' for the peaceful 
tants of those countries no 1ft " aspirations of the inhald- 
hitherto. While we evnect ,nd inl H f ^'-^'t* *'»" ''^"^ ^^i't.«l 
this «tate act shoul'^be , 'be"or:''theT°'^ with all energy thai 

i^mpiro in such^an ^^i:r^^i^^:^^:::!z;ih : 



:.Hs Nor can we conceal our fears lest this action should increase 
Hi. .lunger which threatens our peace and be used as a pretext for 
ini|H.snig upon the peoples of Austria new military burdeiis. 

The iufluence, moreoyer, of this action upon our policy 
H> (he i\ear East is m no wise calculated to further our economic 
Hl;tl ions with the Balkan countries. One danger is indeed obvious, 
nniury, that the strenofth of the Young Turkysh regime, on which 
Ml.' hopes tor a healthy development of the conditions on the 
nalkan lenmsula depend, may be shattered and paralyzed. At the 
n.iir time we point out that the Balkan policy of our Foreio-u 
oi(i.-e stands m the most glaring contradiction Avith the tendencies 
• d agrarian protection which dominate our fiscal policy in 
lUr lialkans. We are also obliged in this connexi.m to utter oar 
••■;mphiint that the hitherto obtaining administration of the occu- 
I'lr. countries should have failed to further the cultural and poli- 
lh';i advancement of the population, that it should, indeed, be 
t.n\i\ly of such abuses that even to this day a great portion of the 
|H-pidation still regards it as a foreign, — nay, unfriendly Power 
Wr are therefore, obliged to demand in the very first 'instance, 
ni.d that with all the energy at our disposal, that this failure 
X f,^^^^ ^^ "lade good, and that the Constitution which is 
|H-ojected for Bosnia and Herzegovina should offer serious garanties 
Inr the political development of the country and endow the labour- 
ing classes there with at least that slight modicum of political 
ii-fits and social institutions which to-day exist in Austria." 

When shortly afterwards the Austrian Eeichsrat assembled we 
'^'. a! times succeeded in forcing the subject of the annexation and 
"I Mu' European crisis caused by it to the forefront of parliamentary 
•I I --ussion. In the course of four great debates, which riveted the 
Mlrntion of the entire public, we emphasised the international soli- 
'f.ii'y of the Proletariat as against the Imperialist policy of the 
"M.itaiist Great Powers. At a moment of the greatest war danc-er 
-I r spokesman sent from the rostrum of the Austrian Lower House 
"I arliament our fraternal greetings to the Servian Social-Democracy. 
"iH we succeeded on March 26, 1909, in inducing the Eeichsrat to 
m;.k.' an impressive demonstration in favour of maintenance of peacp 
-inniltanm>usly. however, we also did our best to discharge our duty 
l-'u.-mls the peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We demanded, above 
"II, lor the annexed countries a democratic constitution. If we did 
n-d, succeed m carrying this through, we nevertheless obtained so 
• iMiWi thad universal suffrage has been introduced in the two pro- 
^nir.s lor the electoral cdleges in which the people will vote accord- 
ing to their religion. Nor were our efforts to induce the rTOvernment 
" extend the labour protection laws and workmens insurance to th*- 
;^- aunected provinces quite without result. Our demand that the 
-NUian Kmets should be emancipated from the feudal shackles at 
'"' '''If !'^' ^}},^ ^*ate has not yet been acceded to. We nevertheless 
h-|w that with the assembly of the Bosnian-Herzegovian Diet a step 
I'-vvan s the solution of the Bosnian agrarian question will become 
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thP n.Jn ^'^^^'^^/o^exion with the questions of foreign policy Btuiuli 

the problem of the commercial rehitions of Austria-Hungary with Ihi 

^alkan States. For many years the fiscal policy of the Dilnl 

hrapire has been under the strong influence of the Agrarians. It \m 

therefore been our most important duty to combat it. In Novoinhnr, 

1^07, and October, 11)09, Parliament was obliged to devote numcmni 

sittmgs to the discussion of our motions with a view to takliiH 

measures for the palliation of the high prices of the necessaries ..1 

■ ^y\^i^"«^' It IS true, succeed in forcing these measures thn.iitfli 

against the powerful resistance of the Agrarians ; but the debnN 

Had a great efftict on the masses in the towns and industrial ceiiir... 

and a really effective campaign against the Agrarians has for tlie lh-4 

time beconie possible. Under the pressure of this agitation ParliaiiH-nfc 

passed m December 1909, in the teeth of the agrarian opposili,.,,, 

a law enabling the Government to conclude commercial treaties will 

the Balkan htates. Unfortunately the Government has as vet h„..i| 

unable to make use of these powers since in consequence of lliH 

dissolution of the Hnngarian Parliament the hitter's sanction has iinft 

been hitherto procurable. Still, the mere fact that the Agrariuiiii 

could for the first time for many years be defeated in an open bailiw 

gives us good hopes for the future. ^ | 

^.,■+v. +i^''*i/i?' attention was not confmed to the relations of Austrln '^ 

foreign politics We have repeatedly demanded from the Austrimi 
Government that it should in the interests of the Austrian work.M'ii 
seekmg employment m the German Empire protest against the reifl. 
stration system of the Prussian Central Office for field labourers niiil 




m Russia, I oland, and Finland. Regardless of the attacks of flirt 1 
beiman and Mavic Chauvinists we advocated the fulfilment of Ihi) 
cultural aspirations of the Italians subjected to the Austrian dominion, f 
- more especially the estabhshnieut of an Italian Universitv at TrieNi i 
and we saw the restoration of close and friendly relations' with thil 
gieat Italian nation a guarantee of European peace. 

As the Delegations, on account of the political crisis in lluii. 
gary were not called together we took up the hght against the military and 
naval armaments on the occasion of the discussion on tlie iinam-iitl 



li«m w ""-- --/^ux c'i^uiiumic resources on militarism and niiva. 

ofTnItr^rf''^i^^ ^"".f* '"!*! ^11 our energy against the construction I 
of Austrian Dreadnoughts. .Still the main battle will be fought lat."r 
on in connexion with the debates on the projected financM scle mi 
of the Government, Thanks to our agitWon the bo rg ois S 
have not dared to accept the indirect taxes proposed by the G^ove n 
iXv 1 '' increase of the duty on beer an the taxation of soda nd 

ZS It *'^1'°" ^P^^^°°f I 'l^^^^^ tax, tax on dividends, on dirocJ 
tois fees, on legacies and inheritances) combined with the projected 



niiM.i (axes (duty on spirits and monopoly in matches). The fight 
nil I fills schem'e will form in the near future our main task. 

[{lit while engaged in opposing the Government we did not 

\rv[ in our legislative Chamber our duties in the matter of social 

I Mil. After long and considerable pressure the Government has at 

' I M.I light in a bill for the amendment of sick insurance (its ex- 

' • mil to agricultural labourers, home workers, and domestic servants), 

I ..f accident insurance, for the establishment of invalidity and old 

1)1 11 ranee for all classes of workers, and of old age insurance for 

I 1" I ons working on their own account (small independent producers, 
ii.liiilin's, etc.) whose income does not exceed 2,400 Kronen (100 Livre 

II hug) per annum. To each old age and invalidity pension a State 
. Mill is to added amounting to 90 Kronen (3 Livre Sterling 15 shil- 

I M.M ppr annum. The fight over the separate provisions of this bill is 

li.' cnnied on in the comittee for social insurance which in res- 

I M ,.• in our demand has been declared permanent. Unfortunately the 

,^.1'irss is very slow. The Goverment considers every delay as a gain 

• ihr I^^xchequer, while the bourgeois parties are more concerned 
Mil -Mitting down the self-government rights of the insured than 
111 iirrclerating the realisation of the reform. In these circumstances 

I. successful issue of the work is yet a matter of distant future. 
liy means of spontaneous motions we have succeeded in raising 

. . iii;si(in on a number of important questions relating to labour pr(»- 

Hum legislation. The most important of these motions were on the 

uH.'.liuii uf the legal limitation of the hours of labour. We demanded 

\\u )'r;idual reduction of the maximum working day tor all workers 

M ,.'r<l in industry and trade from 11 to 8 hours and the immediate 

. Iiirtion of an"^eight hours' day in the mines and concerns which 

il .(Mifinuously. We have, moreover, introduced special legislation 
I I llio protection of persons engaged in bakeries, flour mills, on the 
Milhviiys, mineral oil works, salt works, public houses, and forests. 
f..iiiii:illy all these motions met with the resistance on the part of 
IIm li..iirgeois parties. Nevertheless we hope to be able to get at least 

|.;irtial reforms introduced. We cannot give here a detailed de- 

. il|ilinn of our w^ork in the domain of social reform, and we confine 
till I helves to referring to the reports which are being published by 
Mil \'irnna ''Volksbuchhandlung" under the Title ''Die Tatigkeit _ des 
h..,i,ildrni(diratischen Verbandes im Abgeordnetenhaus" ("The activity 
.1 thr Social-Democratic Union in the Lower House of the Austrian 
L.jriisrat": KB. Up till now two numbers have appeared, dealing 
♦Mill till' 18th parliamentary session, from June, 17, 1907, to Febru- 
..n ... 1909, and with the "l9th session from March 10, to July 11, 
I'.Hi'.r A third number dealing with our activity in the present year 
I Ml Ihi' course of preparation). 

Tliti national feuds are the greatest obstacles to all social work 
III Aiisfria. They supply the representatives of capitalist interests with 
Mil r\rr fresh pretext for hindering all reforms. It was therefore our 

• lih"l task to maintain amidst a world of craziest chauvinism the in- 
t.^^iity of our Union and the homogeneousness of its work. In this 
we M) far have completely succeeded. At a time of most embittered 
iiii(inti:il feuds the representatives of the proletariat of all nationalities 
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havo kept fuithfully together. Our work is rendered difficult by ifH 
ternal and internal' complications, but the experience, which we liiiv* 
gained in the course of our common work, permits us to hope llml 
the international solidarity of the proletarians of all nationalities will 
each time show itself again and again stronger than all the alliirn' 
rements of Nationalism. Tn Austria, where the class struggles an- fill 
across and are complicated and obscured by the national antagonisiiii, 
the international solidarity of the working class cannot be a nioM 
high-sounding phrase for festival occasions — it must operate as m llv 
ing and active force in the humdrum every-day work. 






Vienna, May 1, 1910. 



The Parliamentary Committee of the 

Verband": 



'Sozialdemokratisflioi' 
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Adler, Daszvnski, Diamand, Nemec, Pernerstorfof,' 
Pittoni, Rese'l, Seitz, Seliger, Soukup, Tomasek, Wit,yli, 
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IV A 



Kcport oi the German Social-Democratic Labour 
Party in Austria 

the international Socialist Congress at Copen= 

bagcn, 1910. 

The valiant. s1^,..les fo. the ^tai..e.t ot e^al ..t.a.e^for 

H„. ueichsrat awl the great ^^ '^XlT^e^ort to the St.>ttgart 

,l.,,.,,„ral campaign f?™^^ " ^."'iThlve t« '■«P«rt now has not been 

nntiross. The period f"\ ^'"'^„J%"''\L Austrian proletariat. The 

„„„,„.d by events oi such inipoit to t Aust.^ ^^^.1 j^^,j^^^, .^ , 

„.,„„, that 87 S°"fDen.«crats found ^h >r J»>^^.^^ ^^^,^,,,,, ^ork 
„,„„,a to ns that what v,e wanted vvas i .^j ^^^^^ 

ssary for the consohdation ot onrj,aw^. ^f Qj^^^ge, 

,„ ,hc inatter of building '^P *,«°'f?ilf° ternal work undisturbed. 

, „..,nnstances did not f 7 "l^^°i,^\'Xr review our attention was 
l,,p..,.iallyinthehrsthalf ofthepenoc nnaer ^^ ^_^^ ^^ ,,^^^^^ 

II, vl. attack. wqn7 thp campaign for the Diet 

Already in *c sumnier 190< the j^-^l ,Ji,, ^o^ing class 

I hise in I-o^^" A"'^*".'iJl''"ith s^ch an impetus that the 

,,,„,,. ..arried on their '^git^'t^o" ^^ru 'Igd the Diet did not dare 
.Lnstian Socials (Anti-Semites whch bossed the ^^ ^^^^ 

,,. ,l,.dare themselves openly againBt «1"'''^™ /^jj „ot succeed, 

„„.,, the methods «5 f ""^^l^f '"^*hek owos^^^^^^^ 

,l„.v n.ade an attempt to «0"«J,^ jf 3^ '" quasi-democratic cloak 

„l ;, reactionary measure f g« «^ TIL ^ *e watchfulness and 

l,„l, tins fraudulent move ^l^^f^^l^*^^ ^jf,^^^^^^^^ 

,„,,i,a„t attitude of the ^''"rkers. fhe Chrbban »o _j^.^^ ^^^^ 

■";';;i.:^ rcSSl n:tTrnrr,rodl^:m of representation to the 

'\..rking class. 
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In Bohemia the agitation for the franchise was renewe 
September 1907 with redoubled energy. Here, where the nationi 
feuds are simplv devastating the land, a democratic reform of th| 
franchise is of special importance, as only Democracy would be abl| 
to stem the currents of nationalist chauvinism and prepare the wi 
for an honest national arrangement. Our German and Czech comrad 
fought hand in hand against the provocative privileges of the hour* 
geoisie and feudal aristocracy. Meeting followed upon meeting, and , 
impressive demonstrations bore witness before the public that tln«i 
workers were prepared for a very serious battle. On October 9, 19I)H 
the Government under the pressure of our agitation introduced iit 
last in the Bohemian Diet an electoral reform bill. The scheme pro- 
posed could by no means have satisfied the demands of the workeri, 
since it did not abolish the system of curiae (electoral colleges for m 
each grade of taxpayers) and only added to those which had hitheriii I 
existed a new and special curia for the propertyless class. Bat even 
this timid attempt appeared rather formidable to the German hour* 
geois parties, and they succeeded in blocking its discussion. Noiio 
the Jess such frivolous tactics will not help them much in the loiiK 
run. Their privileges will sooner or later fall uuder tlie blows of tln»^ 
proletariat, because they must fall. 

With the same zeal and enthusiasm as in Lower Austria ail 
Bohemia, these two main strongholds of our organisation, the cain*i 
paign for the reform of the Diet was carried on in the other Austrian 
provinces. In Silesia the bourgeois parties were obliged to acknow* 
ledge the need for a franchise reform, but thought they might UHt< 
the occasion for effecting a profitable transaction to themselves, hi 
October 1908 an electoral reform comittee of the Diet brought f(U'« 
^Yard a scheme which instead of doing at last justice to those who 
hitherto had been deprived of the vote, proposed to increase tliK 
power of those who already possessed it. The indignation aroused by 
this impertinent scheme was, however, so great that it had to bo. 
withdrawn. There is reason to hope that a new and better schein 
will not be slow in forthcoming. 

More successful than in Bohemia and Silesia was the agitatio 
on the subject of the Diet franchise in Styria, Upper Austria, Sah< 
burg and Vorarlberg. It is true that nowhere has a perfectly equ 
franchise been obtained, but though the effected reforms were small 
they nevertheless secured to the working class some representation 

As against these parts of the Empire the franchise in Moravli 
and Carinthia remained unaltered in spite of all our efforts. Thei 
a small reform had been carried out but a few years ago. In Buk 
wina also the franchise campaign has borne but a modest fruit. 

No sooner did the waves of the campaign for the Diet fri 
chise, followed by some partial successes, subside than all the nati 
nalities of Austria were stirred by a great international event, (l 
October 1908 took place the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovini' 
by Austria-Hungary. The first results of this measure was th 
boycott of Austrian goods in Turkey. This was soon followed b^ 
another complication : Servia and Montenegro refused to recognlNi 



:,nnexatio.. Both sides began to .u-rn^ i^ev.^^^^ 

„ll,n-=ik of war seemeil ™™'°^"*- , tL* our paX turned with the 

s oE patriotic madness ^^ iloes Our main opposition to 

„„ost determination ^Sf^^l^fJ'^^°''\^^^^i\u in Parliament, 

, r r^eferSf r ace uTofuVo^ T^^^entary report. 

'"" ^^\« peace was preserved hut the perverted i^e.^ 

,, „„. Austrian Governmenimpoed upon the people ^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 

,,„,,lens. The war l"-eP''"*'""\!,T;lt J extCTsion of the armed forces. 

'»r «»..- »' *%cit°-*Vo;.5'^S2 

, ,, ,,|| now our party organisation ™^^ J^™'^ '" ,j^„(.„t and exclu- 
„|, ,,.,.ty were locally l^fj^ ^""j^^/SfJa t^^th meeting in open 
»,v.- branches, being content '°^ *^J "''^!;t?;,, ^^s certainly an ob- 
.„ ,„„isations. This loose form ot « gj^^'^f^;^^ „7 Nation and pro- 
,,„.|,. i„ the discharge of the rnamlomj^^^^^^^ . ^^^ ^^ 

,„u.„uda which was needed tor the f ^ »;"f "'''^'^ .„r party a stricter 
C Had been at pahis for '^""^ofle forms wC in tt.e bourse of 

r i- organisation A ";^^";\«%°J,,^^ :^J^^,*g The formation of Socxal- 

i''V»'^r' r Thl work ha7 now been completed at he 

iMMiinatic branches, inis , ., +v„t +!„> hrinch should form the 
,„„,„.„berg Omigress -l^^t.SL kfcou'gr^'sB was convinced 
,„l. I.asis of the party "ig*™*'"™"- ,'•?>?. would render it more 

lis stricter form of "^-^ "^f^.^n S fa as wo are able to 

,11,., live, and in this it was not iwstaken f " „.^^,bcrg Congress, 

V the Sro.^\'i'^-'.''^ZtZ:\%S^ inasmuch as 

n,, n.snits of that decision have bee,, J erys. J^^^ „f 1,0th 

,„,,„,.,. ilie Kei«henberg Congress the nm„i,ei ^^^ ^^ 

_,. ,,,,0 belonged to ^e gro"P (^"^^^^^^^^^^^ p,,ty branches 

ll',f,;m whereas a* P^sent th« memBeisnip o ^^ the number 

„',„ r 126,000. As in the last g«";™l;™dat s in the German 

„, ,.,„.s polled by the Social^emocratic candidates ^^^ ^^^^ 

fluencies of Austria ^'""''"t^tyl^e Nevertheless the pro- 

rp:f^^:t^^r'^r^^^^ p-^-d by the ..w 

' SoLsit the period under review the following election. 

i„ ii„. Kcichsrat took place: . g.^ 

„„ .luly 8, 1908, we had to fi?!^*-!^'^ number ' 5 v^tes 
.1 ■.untry division of Jauermg-1 re wald an. 1 he^ ^^^^ 
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Tis had this time several candidates, in consequence of which o| 
candidate came m I'or a second ballot. We won by 4.502 ao-ainst 4 2il 
votes of our opponent. . , r , 

A second Reichsrat seat was won by us at Innsbruck. Our voti'] 
increased from 1,355 to 1,731. At the second ballot our vote increan. 
ed further to 2,416, while the bourgeois candidate only succeeded 
m obtaining 1,966 votes. 

The other by-elections in German constituencies resulted in r\h 
change. Among the non-German constituencies we unfortunately losl 
one, Triest. 

UlectiOns to the Diets. These occurred in the followiiitfl 

Austrian provinces : ■■ 

In October 1908 the first elections took place in Lower Austria 
on the basis of the new franchise. For Vienna the suffrao-e is uiiNi 
versal and equal, thouo^h circumscribed in the Interests of "the rulintf ' 
party by a three years' residentia, qualification, by an unequal distii. 
bution ot seats, and by a system of voting for lists. For the proviiico i 
of Lower Austria itself the new franchise provides, in addition for 
a system of curiae. In Vienna we obtained 107,986 votes and return, 
ed hve candidates. In the provincial constituencies we obtained 27 llA 
votes and gained a sixth seat. ' i 

T XX.- ^" ^^^^^'*^^^ ^'^' ^^^^'*' ^^^'^" *^^^ elections to the Carinthian Diet,] 
In this portion of the Empire the curia system prevails and we standi 
a small chance. In the curia of universal suffrao-e we i)olled 10,5I)9| 
votes. This was a gain, as compared with the Diet elections of 1902, 
of 4,063 votes, or 65 per cent. At the second ballot we succeeded in 
gaining one seat — the first in Oarinthia. ' 

The franchise in Salzburg provides for a working class curi« 
with two seats. We gained both seats. Altogether wo polled at thi 
Diet elections in Salzburg 7,744 votes. 

The fi-anchise for the Upper Austrian Diet represents a mixtur^ 
ot reactionary provisions with an ultra-modern finish. Of the 69 seatll 
m the Diet 65 are in the occupation of the propertied classes. Fori 
the remaining four seats the hw provides for proportional represen-l 
tation, and the bourgeois parties tight against the party of Labour, 
We succeeded m obtaining for the Social-Democratic list 11 896 votes 
and thereby gaining one seat. 

In Styria the franchise law provides for one curia in wliich 
the workmen predominate. Of the eight German constituencies oj 
this curia we captured in the first round four and at the second 
ballots a iifth. Our total poll was 35,478. 

The little country of Vorarlberg also had in the period unterj 
review an election to the Diet. We polled altogether 1.733, but weri 
not able to gain any seats. 

At the present moment there are in Austria 16 German aniU 
lo non-German Social-Democratic members in the various Diets Thjl 
non-German members are 10 at Triest and 5 in Moravia. The Gernuuil 
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SiMJal-Democratic members of the Diets count as follows: Lower 
\i. Ilia — 6, Styria -- 5, Salzburg — 2, Moravia — 1, Upper Austria 

I, and Carinthia — 1. 

The German Social-Democrats of Austria have succeeded of 
l.ir in returning a good number to the municipal councils. Even the 
.mil reactionary system of election by curiae proved powerless to 
|.ir\,>ut this. At the first conference of Social-Democratic members 
Ml (lie municipalities which took place at Reichenberg on Septem- 
Ih T 25. 1909, it was reported that there were at the time in Austria 
t.'(.) Social-Democratic German-speaking members on the various 
iMiinicipalities. Since then we have gained a number of seats on the 
iniuiicipaL councils in Bukowina and Vorarlberg. Of the 1,275 members 
..I tlu^ municipalities 30 belong to the first, 98 to the secound, 1,017 
in ili(> third, and 130 to the fourth electoral class. In 17 communes 

;ill very small — Social-Democrats fill posts of mayors. 

The activity of the Social-Democrats in the municipal 

councils. The majority of the 379 communes, in which German Social- 
hniKM-rats have been elected to the municipal council, are small places. 
lilt:; ('ould not but have a certain influence on the activity of our 
municipal representatives inasmuch as the bare introduction of an 
Miilnvd system of managemend required a good deal of work and 
iMMildr. Often it was the appearance of Social-Democratic rcpresen- 
iMiv.'s on the councils which rendered a proper system of book- 
L.TpJug and acounting as well as the suitable organisation of public 
M>iks at all possible. At the same time it was natural that the 
n.i;il Democratic councillors should everywhere pay special attention 
)H 111,' interest of the working class. We thus find in the reports of 
.11 our communal representatives, both in small and large places, 
.|rii,.iii(ls ['or the improvement of ' the conditions of labour, for a 
|.tn|M r water supply, lighting, drainage, street improvements, regu- 
litliuii i)f the housing conditions etc. Particularly the education 
.|(ir:;(ion occupies a large place in the labours of our municipal 
tt'|.iv,scntatives. There is not a single commune in Austria having on 
Km municipal council a Social-Democrat, where a demand has not 
Imm-ii presented by the latter for an improved system of popular 
..•iMMds. Our comrades were often obliged to engage in fights against 
.1. -Ileal usurpations and illegal appropriations of taxpayers' money 
rhurch objects. On other occasions they had to oppose the use 
IMililic money for nationalist and other party purposes. 

The Social-Democrats on the municipalities have been devoting 
iiisclves not only to the immediate communal tasks, but also, 
hill the limits of their communal activity, i^ the general interests 
Ml I he proletariat. Thus they brought in motions in their councils 
. I. iM. Hiding the support of our agitation on behalf of oldage and in- 
valid ity insurance, declarations in favour of our campaign for suffrage 
Ml Mini, and a protest against the anti-democratic taxation schemes 
ni ihf government, and also insisted that the communes should declare 
lliniisdves in favour of the abolition of all taxes on food and of 
i|,r opening of the frontiers to the free imports of the necessaries 
Ml lile. 

** 
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Th. A ^?^ activity of the Social-Democrats in the Die 

tt tS/'T'"^ administrations are completeh' don'"lre dfc 
tne Agraiians. Ihe cowardice of the bourgeois parties has handii 
over the town population to the tender nLcies^ of he aS 
domination The few Social-Democratic members of the Dift' t^ 
whenever they can to oppose it. ^^' 

n- f Z^"" Social-Democrats demanded a democratic reform of th 

Diet franchise in order to secure the representation of the entin 

people Jn connexion with this they have also demanded the dem 

cratisation of the communal frauchise. Of the other measures propose 

by onr groups m the Diets the following deserve separate notice 

measuiTs for the improvement of the school system, a refonn of the pSo 

law administration, the erection of lunatic asylums, provincial 

hospitals and orphanages, the regulation of medical and sanTta 

services, an amendment of the utterly reactionarv laws coi cei^iu 

domestic servants etc. In the debates on land development oui co?' 

rades adv'ocated the improvement of the means of communication, ol 

inain roads and station buildings, a reform of the shooting law 3 

cnltu .''?.H .^^'r Pea«^f 17, the encouragement of inten'sive la J 

nhwi\ ^''*^'- ^" ^^^'^''''' *^ this Social-Democrats weri 

obliged to carry on an energetic campaign in all the Diets against 

the projected increase ol indirect taxation. ' 

^ro'.A?}^^ Social-Democratic Press. The expansion of the 

bocial-Democratic movement m Austria is reflected in the gradual! 
progress of its press. Things are still moving too slowlv tor ourl 
wishes, but they have m the last few years become much better thanf 
they were before. The German Social-Democracv in Austria has at 
the present moment twenty-six political party papers. Of these two^ 

Tweek ' '^^^'' *^""'' ^'"'''' ''^"' *^'^'''' ''"*^ '^'''^'' ''''''■ 

^ In addition to the political organs, the interests of the class- ' 
conscious proletariat of German Austria are served by the following •' 
the 'Arbeiterinnen-Zeitung" the organ for the Social-Democratic j 
women; Der jugendliche Arbeiter", a paper intended for the prole- 
tarian youth ; Der Ivarapf ', a scientific review : the "Bildungsarbeit", 
devoted to the interests of working class education ; "Der Abstinent" 
a periodical for temperance propaganda; the ^'Gliihlichter", a comic 
paper, and several sport papers. The Trade Unions possess some 
iitty papers. '■ 

The Trade Union movement. Between 1900 and 1907 the 

progress ot the Austrian Trade Union movement was continuous. The 

tanl^n'ln ^.t^^i'^l^ft in brought in 1908 the movement to a 

standstill. In that year the total membership oft the Austrian Trade 

t^^ri^'^^r- ^/^^^f "^-^- 417,1.27' belonged, atlh" end 0? 
1908, to the international committee of the Trade Unions of the 

fnH ;t P"""'^ ?f 3^^^^: '^. '''' Czech-Slavic committee of Trade 
Tr HP TInin ?^•^^^.^*^V'^V.'^ ^^'^^ ^^^ internationally centralised 
Tiade Unions included 41i,,256 members. The total funds of these 
Trade Unions amounted at the end of 1909 to 9.87^,011 Kronen 
(== Iivre Sterling 890,580). In a.^dition to this the Trade Unions la 
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. il.rir disposal fur strike and lock-out pay as well as victimisation 
iirlltH a sum of 2.600,000 Kronen (= Livre Sterling 108,834). 

The Trade Union organisation as a whole has 50 German. 
M <'/orh, S Polish, 1 Slovak^ 1 Ruthenian, and 3 Italian papers^ The 
, iMiiliition per month of these papers is : German 318,700, Czech 
I IM KM), IN.lisli 21,850, Italian 6.200, Slovak 3,800, and Ruthenian 1,800. 
'hie relations between the Party and the Trade Unions are m 
"..im;in Austria, as ever, the best imaginable. Even the deplorable 
■ nili.t between a portion of the Czech comrades and the international 
..iiihilised Trade Unions has produced no change in this respect. 
W.. are convinced as ever before that Trade Union action can only 
I r;iiTieil on with success in each country by centralised inter- 
mmIihiimI organisations, not by nationally separated bodies. Both the 
I. Ml ;ni(l the Trade Unions' are inspired with the same strong 
M.lr;,u.nr to furth.^r the interests of the proletariat, and in face of 
1 1. 1 rommon aspiration all petty point of friction ought to disappear. 
\\r all stand faithfully together because wo know that this is the 
M,.\ best to serve the "^ interests of the Austrian working class. 

The co-operative movement. Though the Trade Union 

^rui.'ut has within the la^t couple of years made no progress 

uiiig to the economic crisis, the co-operative movement has made 
Miiir'' advance even in the course of this period. At the end of 1908 
III.' Criitral Union of Austrian co-operative societies consisted of 483 
M,,.niiisations with a total of 206,620 members. In the course of 1909 
III. luimber of societies afhliated to the Union increased to 485, and 
II,.' iiiembershiD grew to 250,161. Of these societies 385 are German, 
'I' C/cch, 17 Ualian, 10 Slovenian, and 1 Rumanian. 

The tradiuo- done during 1908 by the societies affiliated to the 
« Vnl lal Union amounted 59.606^08 Kronen (-- Livre Sterling 2.483,600), 
Mini in 1909 to 62.509,161 Kronen (= Livre Sterling 2.604,548). Ihe 
iiu.ling done by the organisations affiliated to the Wholesale Purchases 
-..ficty of the Austrian co-operative stores amounted in 1906 to but 
„ little more than 7V, million Kronen (= Livre Sterling 812,o00). 
riir.M' years later, however, in 1909, it became double, amounting to 
I(i.()56,;s24 Kronen (= Livre Sterling 669,084). The co-operative 
ul.ures 'engage to an extent also in production, but that so far is not 
.'\tcnsive. 

Along with the co-operative distributive stores there also pro- 
.hu'tivc co-operative societies as well as building L^ocieties_ and co-ope- 
ludve public houses. Among the iiroductive co-operative concerns 
(,|.ccial mention deserve the bakeries which in many toAvns have already 
II 1 1 Mined great importance. The largest working mens' bakery and rye 
ll,,ur mill are in Vienna. The bakery (called the "Hammerbrotwerk" — 
111, Hammer Bread Works) has a productive capacity of 45.000 loaves 
iHi (iirni. The mill produces daily tAvelve truckfulls of rye. 

Should the co-operative movement grow in the future as it has 
,|uiR" in the past it will at no distant date become a powerful factor 
in determining tlie market price of many goods. 

Women's organisation. The proo-ress of the movement of 
pn.bMarian women has during the last few years been rapid beyond 



'^ 



^ 



po.tjcal organisations. Up to 1907 thrA**'?-'^' "'<""«» *» beloug" 
oj'ly organised in trade unics s nee ti" ""J '''°'^'°S ^'"""'i ^6* 
going on with a view tr nt'<,»„"^ ^u° Vstomatic work has boi 
end of 1909 the helpomJl^^T^-^^'"'.''^''' Politically. BylS 
members. Within the C nl f ' f,^;*'"" "t^'^'^e" numbired 6,1 » 
The orean of f},» V . """'"''■ ""^sed to 14 '* I) 

Zeitunr;ha7oT M^^IZC^l-"-'^'' *^ "^^^beiterin; I' 
'^ P-l'l^^^yortni.ht.^. and i°"so1nS'^„,r S ^^-ire.hjtion. '^ 

«^Bei4^„f ?i^rxcro?r?i'd"tei"{-» y»"* -' '--t ti 

during the last three years W K„ " ^??'' *° l^^S- fts progreJ 
Is? Workers" has at'^n^^en ".'Xrin'nol'''- r?" "'^'""" '^ 
i.f ' ~ ''''"'^<' ''" '" 'Industrial Bohemi If. ^""^^''^^ «f Gemma 
that young people should be -iven arZ.t • !.^ '■''^ "^ *« "Piniolt 
tor wich reason we possess a snen',! ' '"''ependence as possiblol 

the officials are alniLt Mllsiv' ''1?^''"*^" ^'' ^^' ^^^^'^ ^vhc!^] 
enabling then, to niaintain t eir ^vl, eft,.ir*«'''- ^^"'' " "«^ H 
of young workers have been installedTn """"''■ '' '=«'''''''" "«'nb«ri 
party so that they niav ha^e 11^0 7, .j^/r''°"' V''*"""""« of thj 
ganisation. The Executive of ttemft*r ""'' *''« «'<"■'' »f "^ 
Unions, and the executives of +),« L? ■*;, *''" oomnuttee of Tradi 
executive of the YounJ nml tbl; ^"f '''" m a subvention to thl 
the local organisations^'o" he Stv^a'd T™ ?''?^ '■'"''"' ^m'ortfrU 
of the party and a resolution 'if the Trie f ^■"'"';?- ^""' *« '-"'^M 

7?^^{tJ^ orSsaL^'l^f r;£ IE '^^^ lo =4ed 

i£^rh!^iSiTx^?^Sfi^^^-^^^^^ 

;■, ii^P'r *''*'" "'"'> '""«t of tlie fecture.-^ 1 !f'*y O'-ff^nisations 
tellectual food iron, the scientifle MnerJ'' '^1^ "'•'^ °''*='i" «™Ple 
them. But the young people are Vfl ^,, '^"? ^•''''™« tt'"s read to 
hey agitate for' a rft-lrn/oV tch^ "ca Sati '" '"fr^ work. ^A, 
conce,-ning app.-entices. This agi at "n ha^n, ,"1 ""^e legislation 
and IS always supported by theSnri^^n ^"'"'>' ^^"i™* «oine fruit 
meats. No specia anti-n litnri.t n,v "'"''f ^*' *" "'e various Par ia. 
.voung people possess the *: 'lji'"''T"'''* '^ '^^^d on. As he 
thcn,selves, they becom nst uct^d^at'Tn ""'i ''^'^^ ^™ >nanage,l by 
organisation. T],e organisation of the youtr;^^ t"l' '" *''« ^'°* of 
sl"P of some 8,000 has already >^„mK^ l}''"^ ''*' "»w a meinber- 
unions with some excellent w^kirsTotl.r f-'""*^ ""'^ *« ^^^d^ 
to which it is subjected it rgrowt''J"^,''f'^°''«? «»" «'e attacks 
■"deed the joy and the hope of the party ' '^ ""'' '"'""''^■- I* i^ 
. The educational work rt v, i. 



— 9 — 

)'iiliuii:il work. No sooner, however, were the first elections over than 
H»i" |>«irty, in conjunction with the Trade Unions, drew up a certain 
■t ItniH' for educational work, and a special education committee was 
|Mii,ir,| at Vienna which commenced its aciivity on November 1, 1908, 
Ml. I 1 slt-rided, on October 1, 1909, its activity to the whole of German 
\n tu;i. The Committee provides single lectures and whole courses of 
I' I inirs and instruction in various subjects for all political and trade 
•HI (Mil ora;anisations and is in close touch — especially at Vienna — 
tMlli I lie most important educational societies established by middle 
ildMM rdiicationalists, which have earned a high reputation in the field 
iij |»iipnlar instruction. It also provides as far as possible lectures 

• 111 \Ar Vienna, but chiefly acts for the i^rovinces as an information 
iMM.iiii and agency. For this purpose it has been publishing since 

. |iirn)her 1909 an organ of its own under the title "Bildungsarbeit" 
mIihIi contains syllabi for lectures, model reading courses, etc. By 
I til means we have succeeded in creating allmost in every part of 

• If (Mil 1 1 try a very great educational activity. The chief educational 
iM iitcliou^ in Vienna is the Workers' School where the following 
Mnhjirls are taught two evenings a week during two years: political 
..Mddiny, history of Socialism, general public law, and .Labour law. 
I In' cxrcutive of the party has also decided, with a view to affording 
III. representatives of the provincial workers a chance for systematic 

hilly, to institute monthly courses with six hours' instruction per 
•lin " Tli<3 first such course will begin next summer. 

The fact that we have in spite of the economic crisis which 
In . idiisiderably paralyzed the activity of the proletariat, still succeeded 
IM r.inying out a most intense piece of educational work which will 
.iitMil nil the organisation considerable financial sacrifices — this fact 
I ;i vt'iy striking proof of the internal strength of our movement. 



Austria ist a State inhabited by eight nations. None amongst 
I In ill [lossesses that numerical majority which would have enabled 
ii Im dnminate the others. And as no nation can alone become the 
1-1. ili.ininant in the State, though each of them wants to predominate, 
III.' nsiilt is that they devour each other in a sort of wild feud. The 

I itiun of Social-Democracy in the midst of this internecine strife 

nl nationalities is exceedingly difficult. It must try to fine a formula 
uliirli would enable the nationalities to live pea<;efully together in the 

inion State, and to show that the modern working class movement 

I III a, position to keep its camp free from national strife, 

'J1ie Austrian Social-Democracy proclaims the principle of 
iijirional autonomy. It demands the national self-government in the 
SI ale. In a like 'manner it has attempted to carry out the principle 
mI national autonomy within the party itself, the general organi- 
I ilidii of the Austrian Social-Democracy includes the organisations of 
< Gillian, Czech, Polish, Italian, Slovenian, and Ruthenian Social-Demo- 
ciacies of Austria. Each national group enjoys within the party 
r\rry possibility of free development, while as against the outside 
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w&rld it forms a iiuited whole. A common programme forms the bnii 
of our action and every member of the general party is TnsniredM 
the same will This form of organisation has so f M m nt^ned lei 
m the political movement with complete success. '''''''^'"«'' '"«'« 
r,In.»^ if P^7^""' national and political conditions of Austria hnvl' 

t an is tr *s: Zn^^f^ "'"1 f '^'' ^"^P'^** ^^«" greateTd7fflc„H 
less the Al^Tnl V ' P™'**''"*'^^ ol other countries. None till 
Jess the Austrian working class movement advances towards its ir.ml 
with unerring step. We feel we may entertain the hope on the stren\ 

ceed'i„XrmTnrh*H T' '^^* ?'' ^''''^'^ will ultimate fs 
cuffies °'^'"=°™'"^ ^°^^' *« g«'^'='-^l and the specially Austrian difll, 



Vienna, Xay 1, 1910. 
Ferdinand Skaret 
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l{('l>ort of the Commission of Trade Um'ons of 
the Austrian Empire 

lo i()e International Socialist Congress at Copen* 

bagen, 1910. 

Tlie general depression of the world's and the home markets, 
»vlii«-li made itself especially felt during the period under review, has 
Mni \wv.u without its influence on the inner strength of the Trade 
I Minus of Austria. The impetus of the crisis manifested itself in the 
I' I. Ml, inimber of their members who were left without employment, 
"imI iirrcssitated an extraordinary expenditure for, at least, a partial 
iillivial.ion of the distress caused by our blessed capitalist order of 
III! UK'S. Another consequenee of the crisis was that within the last 
• III'-' y(Nirs something like 40,000 members have left the organisations. 
'Ml (lie other hand, the masters' associations, which have strongly 
•I' \'I"(i(m1 in the course of the last five years, have grown to be a 
Im.i.t with which the Trade Unions will have to fight oat in the 
liihnr some strenuous h'ghts. What is called the "social consciousness" 
ttii'i nssmiied with our employers the form of professional miscMef- 
MuiKiiig and provocation which finds expression, just as elsewhere, in 
llir Nvsi-'matic application of the lock-out. None" the less the cen- 
'i"lii<'(i Trade Unions have withstood the combined stress of an acute 

and the onslaught of the exploiters, and stand fully armed against 

(»})[)0Tients, the political, economic, aud national disadvantages 

listanding. 

The Posifion of the Trade Unions, The organisations 
•'111 lull (Ml to the Empire's international Commission of the Trade 
I mmiN hjid at the end of lii09 a total membership of 415,256 as 
"""list 447,227 the year previous. Their total funds at the end of 
I "• atiiounted to 9,373,911 Kronen (= Livre Sterling 390,580). The 
I • mlitui-e on strikes, lock-outs, and victimization pav amounted to 
I -.VLT) Kronen (= Livro Sterling 93,697). The tota^l turnover of 
viiirahsed Unions in 1909 amounts in round figures, to 20,700,000 
Kiniiri) (= Livre Sterling 862,500) as against 19.676,000 f= Livre 
"In ling S19,833) in 1908. ' 

The Monthly Circulation of Trade Union Papers. 
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<"<'i-nian papers 318,700 equal to 

<'/'-<-!i „ 118,380 „ „ 

''"''■^1' » 21,350 „ „ 

Ji<'li;iii „ 6,200 ,, , 

Slovenian „ 3,800 „ 

I'Hilienian „ 1.000 „ 



67.89 per cent, of the total 

^'5-21 „ ., . „ „ 

4.56 „ „ „ „ „ 

1-3^ " )i V n „ 

0.80 „ „ „ „ „ 

0.21 „ 



Total 469,430 equal to 100.00 per cent. 



The Relations of the Trade Unions to the Party fori 
m spite of the strict division of labour and perfect equality of f 
two organisations, a living bond of the entire socialist movement oi. 
the working class m Austria. The centralised Trade Unions re-awl 
It as a fundamental principle that precisely in Austria, which is toiji 
by national leuds, the workers in their capacity of wage slaves ouffhil 
to be educated to Social-Democracy in order to be able in this m 
ticuiar country, with its own definite economic boundaries, to carrf 
on with success its direct class war against the exploiters, wUfc 
special regard for internationalism and uniformity hy meaus of interi 
and trad ^^^^^^™ organisations built up for each industry 

iT«i««r^%?"^*'^""'?® in building up the Centralised Tradi 
unions. J. he expansion of international and uniform Trade Unioni 
throughout the Empire has met of late with some difficulties create 
among other agencies, by the Party itself. The grouping of the Socir 
Democratic Party of Austria on the basis o£ nationalities - a grou 
mg which is a necessity to the Party ~ has induced a number : 
national enthusiasts within the Party to try the same sort of grou 
mg in the Trade Unions in order thus to give a suitable sSppa 
and completion to the political party organisation 

c««i-i^2.™P'^*"* against the Party Executive of the Cze, 
Social-Democracy m Austria. Since the grouping of the politic* 

party organisation oi the Austrian Social^Democracy according to m 

tionalities — a grouping which, in point of fact, has existed since 185f' 

and was formally constituted in 1897 on the resolution of an inte 

national party congress - the attempts to stem the growth of centri 

Used Trade Uuions have really never ceased. At first the attemp 

were rather tmiid and assumed a definite shape in 1897 when 

Czech-Sla\;ic Irade Union Committee - a sort of national administr; 

tive council — was established with its headquarters at Prao-ue. Th 

formation of this Czech-Slavic Trade Union Committee was° allen-Q< 

to be due to the fact that the general Trade Union Congress of th 

previous year at Vienna had rejected the demand of the Czech part^ 

tor a national separation of the Secretariat of the Emnire's Coni 

mission of the Trade Unions of Austria. As a matter of fact thi 

Irade Union congress did reject this demand of the Czech executive 

but on the ground that the Secretariat of the Commission of th 

Trade Unions had been in the habit of discharging all the same th 

work which had to be done in the Czech language, through a repre^ 

sentative appointed by the Czech party executive itself and co-onteS 

on the Commission. Nevertheless the rejection of the demand 0/ tho 

Czech party executive did not yet hinder at that time the work 

expansion of the centralised Trade Unions - especially as the lattei 

did all in their power and so far as the means permitted to meet the 

Imguistica ] and national requirements of the workers. This euablefl 

them without much difficulty to get hold of and to rope in as mem 

bers not only German, but also non-German-speaking workers. Jour- 

nals pamphlets, rules and regulations ~ all were printed in the s 

veral languages re-iuired. In the same complete agreement with th^e^ 

various language groups were also selected and appointed the varioui ' 



.'It Mm,., secretaries, and other officials, and local branches were 

t'Hiiir.l with a view to the re([uirements of the various language- 

I I ling workers, which were then supplied with suitable lecturers 

1 librarians. Still it was impossible to meet in every ceii- 

H,(li rd Trade Union the linguistical re(iuirements at once. It must 

'■■ lr;nikly admitted that in a number of cases the non-German speak- 

- "persons of trust" (officials etc.) had had to light a good deal be- 

I hey obtained full recognition. At the same time, however, every 

otiiMiliai witness will admit that a good many of the centralised 
limlr Unions were at that time simply unable, from a financial point 
MJ \ir\v, to meet all the linguistical reiiuirements, since both their 
in( d tmunbersliip and their particular national group were very small. 
<iii. must not forget in this connexion that a Trade Union organi- 
Hitiinii in Austria is in the matter of leadership, agitation, education, 
mill ;idtninistration a considerably more costly affair than in the 
M.uiilii<'s with but one or two nationalities. There was in the conside- 
iMhuiis uf the demand of the Czech comrades yet another circumstance 
>Orhh weighed a good deal and prevented its immediate acceptance. 
11,1 was the recognition that the claims as regards lanLniage Averc 
I.' ni" Msed for the purpose of national separation so as to prepare 
tin ilivision of the Trade Unions according to nationality. Already 
■ I III' International conference of the Secretaries of Trade Union 
I ■ driaii(,iis in Amsterdam in VMy the representative of the Czcch- 
liivK' Trade Union Committee at Prague dennmded, without even 
(■•'MMiisly consulting the general (Empire's) Commission of the Trade 

I M s of Austria, that the Czech-Slavic Cojiimittee should be recog- 

ni.cd as tlie second central organisation of the separate national or- 
(Mihii.nt-ioiis of Austria. The conlerence rejected this unjustified de- 
nim id which was calculated to jeopardise the unity of the Trade 
1 iiiMti movement, and even refused to enter the reasoned statement 

hI lives, which had been submitted in writing, in the minutes of 

III' |iiiM-redings. We shall, however, give here partly in a summarised 
I. .MM mill partly textually this statement which will show on what 
iMMiiiids the claim was based: 

"'I'he Czech people, consisting preponderatingly of proletarians, 
Miiinlu'rs more than six millions, and inhabits large industrial districts, 
I. .lining, in addition, considerable minorities in districts with mixed 

linj' liaises. 



ujd 

(nd 

mil 

Dill 

III 

III. 

I'll 

• 11 

jdii 



.•:.t, 

inn 
loll 
Mm- 

lr|< 

Ion 
i-ha, 

CCS 



Its political, social-democratic, organisation bekmgs to the 

social-democratic organisations of the world and its right to an 
iident representation' both as a party and as a national organi- 

has never been denied either by an Empire's or by an inter- 

al congress. For the Czech language is not and has never been 

ast related to the German language nor to any other. It is, 

»!•(', impossible to carry on the work of organisation and agi- 

iii the German tongue among the Czech-Slavic workers or to 
rg(^ those still higher duties which the liistorical development 

upon the proletariat. 

TIm; growth of our Trade Union movement depends upon the 

and the co-operation of the political organisations, and we 

9. 






V /V u ^! '' '" ! ^ tl^^t u i-Tr a d e IT B i n r - a n i s a t i (» M u 
should be domineeredb}M,he spirit or administered 
by membersof anyothe r n a ti o u ali t y. 

By claiming an ininpendeiit representation we merely motwi 
one of the fimdamental principles of Social-Democracy, namely, iltd 
people s right of s el f govern in eiit. Seeing that the individuality nf 
the Czech workers, just as that of all other class-conscious workePK, 
will not toleratelor any length of time thedu 
mination of members of another nationality, we im 
anxious to remove eyei*if,^ th,t can have a detrimental effect oii 
the whole Trade Umon niovemeiit and on the solidarity and necessary 
co-operation of all workers of Austria. The work of agitation amoi.l/ 
the Czech-Slavic workers can only proceed in the Czech tongue, and 
just as the htatehas not succeeded by means (if 
rigid centralisatioiiin binding the peoples to ihn 
l^mpire, s o will oar Gei^ an comrades in V i e n n ii 
not succeed in this task, even if w e s h o u 1 d q u i t o 
voluntarily a b j ur, ou r r i gh t s in favour of t ho 
rigid and unjustified Centralisation which thry 
advocate. 

The Czech-Slavic Trade Union committee was formed in LSJHi 
after the great political fnosecationB of the Socialists, and has new 
succeeded in rallying i»l its banner more than 21,000 worker« 

Ihis growtl. IS due also to the extraordinary energy of th 
proletaruit struggling fonts emancipation in the convictioii that I? 
IS hghting for its own oipisation and its own natural rights. Tlw. 
(.2ech feocial-Defflocratic workers a,e striving to attain iu the raukn 
of Social-Democracy at bt that position which is due to them un 
an independent nationalitj and an active agency in the iiiternatioiml 
organised proletariat. 

We are fully copious of our cultural, social, and political 
duties, and we would Wy tolerate tliat the same rigths slioul.l 
not be recognised m ourm as nre recognised in the case of smaHer 
and, from an mdustnal |«mt of ^iow, less developed nationalitioN, ' 
who, perhaps have onlypreservea tlieir national independence an(( - 
national legislation thanlsto some timely marriage of their King <,r 
to tlie sword of their wamors. ^ » b 

The Austrian Moiimliy is condemned to inevitable death, ami 

that only because it dm mi permit its nationalities to enjoy thtti 

treedom and rights which are necessary for their development: Thul 

Social-Democratic l^artyd too, commit a fatal mistake if it will' 

not discover such means and way, as will guarantee the in depot). 

dence the iintrammeled Wopmcnt, and the progress of its or- 
ganisatiions. 

The rejection of tb demand for recognition of the Czech-Slaviol 
TmdeUnion committee in %ue as the second Trade Union centre of 
the Empire has induced tlo Czech comrades of the party and thu 
Czech Trade Union separiMs to commence a violent campaign 
among the Czech worker.^ and organisations against, chiefly ll,o 
Secretary of the general ilnipire'.) Commission of the Trade UnionH 
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.•I NuMiria whose attitude in the matter was so interpreted as it ho 

,lv.K-;iting the rejection at Amsterdam, had for his aim the exclu- 

, nl the Czech workers from the Trade Union International, and 

MMi.l.a to offend them. The true fact, however, was suppressed that 
!!..< K^irction of the Czech demand had been dictated by purely trade 

I n" considerations, and the decision of the Trade Union Inter- 

MHli.mal was made use of by these particular Czech comrades as 
«M..I.I )..' arguments in their agitation among the Czech workers tor 
(Im. HMlinnal breaking of the centralised Trade Unions. Unfortunately 
II. , ■, !i:.v(\ at least, in part succeeded in their efforts and that not- 
,Mil, l:mding the fact that a special Trade Union Congress m i.)05 

,,,„(mI the Amsterdam decision and condemned the formation ot 

MMiinoal separate organisations. The situation thus became more and 

iMMiv iirntc every day. , ^ • ^ ,• f^ 

The Czech Social-Democracy had hitherto abstained Irom olh- 
,,,! micrference in this pre-eminently Trade Union conflict, al- 
,, !, miofticially their leaders were very busy in encouraging these 

I. i.nion-splitting aspirations. At the beginning of 1910, however, 

« I.hi.ig happened which gave the Czech part};^ the opportunity 

. .ninr "forward also officially in support of the Separatists. 

Some Czech Centralists at Briinn permitted themselves as 
Ml Ucmocrats to work as heretofore in the Czech party organi- 
niid to exercise as before a certain inliuence. This influence 
uw denied to them on the pretext that they were Centralists 
M llHM-efore, not "reliable" Czechs, but "paid men from Vienna 
,: ,n tlic pay of the "Germans") who in return for their salary 

wnrking for the centralisation of the Trade Unions. This nieant 

Lbiif unr men at Briinn were doing something which ollendcd tlie 

iHill.Mud dignity of the Czech Separatists and were on that account to 

I!, ,,.,.urded as traitors to the Czech nation. Naturally our Czech 

Inoh' Unionists would not permit such "comradely treatment. A 

,nl,Mr,H-(^ of the Czech Trade Union organisations of Moravia was 

,.Hr.l Ingether at Briinn to give a reply to the official resolution 

hirh had in the meantime been passed by the Czech Social-Demo- 

.„.\ (see this resolution below). As a result this conference passed 

, ..MHitrr-resoluthm and cstablislied a central Trade Union paper m 

,1,. <'/rrli tongue. Hut the Czech executive was not idle. It J^hso 

HM.iH-d for tlie same date a Trade Union conference at which a 

( Mwh Slavic Trade Uni(m committee was formed for Moravia in order 
iM nniv the split also into that country. By tliis action the executive 
,.l (Im V/ech Social-Democracy has also effected in a "satis actory 

MM, :. split In the party itself, similar to that whidi had hitherto 

.,,,1.1 nnly in the Trade Union movement. The Centralists and 

,n.,,ali:;t, iiow stand opposed to each other not only in the Irade 

,,;,...,„ hot also in the Party - a thing which could have been 

I ,.,. hv anvbody who was but slightly familiar with the elements 

I „u, nartv tendencies, but which for a long time was obscure tor 
,H. C/.r'-h party leaders. Both sides are now advocating their views 

I unnriples'in the press and at meetings. If one follows these 

i.u .n.sslike^' discussions one cannot fail to observe tendencies which 
,,, In, „s. SociaTDemocrats, highly undesirable. The Separatists pro- 

2* 
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claim the national independence of the Party and the Trade UnioitL 
and proceed in their fanaticism so far as to raise amou^ the [Zi 
dillerent masses the watchword demanding the coucentratiorr of thi 
entire Czech people without distinction of classes. 

It IS obvious that the policy of the Separatists is hound t»' 
cause the utmost damage to the prosecution of the class war Inil 
especialy of the Trade Union warfare. If national separation of thi 
Irade Union or^amsations is to be effected in every industrial centr«. 
m every tradein every factory and workshop, then, of course, i 
weakening of the material resources, necessary for militant action, 1| 
hound to ensue through their having been split up. as well as a dimi- 
nution of the state of preparedness and of the unity of action and 
decision It must be clear to everybody who is familiar with the naturrt 
and history of the Trade Union movement, that two organisationd 
will be slower, more costly, and less efficient both in defence ami 
offence than one But the Czech party is justifying the separatJNt 
nmyeme^it, the splitmg up of the Trade Unions, not by the iiter<'Ht» 
of the Trade Union organisation, but by those of the Czech noli 
tical organisation To this it may be replied that the nation 
autonomy of the political organisations is and has been a politic, 
necessity; but tliat tliis political autonomy must also include 

^nS '"^'T*'"" ^^^^'^ ^'^'^^ ^^^^^^"^ ''''' P^-^found mistake ana 
constitues a danger not on]y for tlie Trade Unions, but also in iti 
u timate course for the Party, since it will engender a false notil.n 
ot the opposing interests of the Trade Unions and the Party n,ml 
thus prepare the way for syndicalist tendencies, wliose errors we havil 
nitnerto been spared. 

.l.;n J^? *i'TJ\vfrP\''-^'^'*^ ^^^'"'^^^ ^^^^°^^ orgauisation lias a memb(M'. 
sip of about 4.^,000 brit over 100,000 Czech workers still belong to 

pl-.r^ /r'^-^''l'J-"''"'' *^^^' ^'^^^•"^^'^^ together with the Germa,., 

nffi^'nnnf '■';!?', ^^'^^.f'T ^""^ ^^"^^^ ^^^'^^^^ ^ respectable arn.y 
or 415,000 faithful militants. 

We submit this report to the Socialist Congress at Copenhagen, 
being convinced that tlie above described action of the Cm- 

Shilii; rTr'^''-^^-'*^^;^.? "' contradiction to tlie resolution of tho 
fetuttgart International Congress on the relations between the political 

S?n'n I l''^'*''' '"^ *^'' ^^'^^^ Union organisations. This report 
should also serve as a warning to those responsible comrades who, 
p^erhaps with perfect good faith in the daily work, but standing in 
rlPir^'n ?li"^*;?^'^ cross-currents and confusion, have lost ft 
Clear view of the future and are inclined to make a sacrifice for tho 

^r/vl 1 r^''''*'''''^. "^"'^ ''^ ^""'^^y ^* t^^ ^'^Pe"«« "^f the historical 
and levolutionary mission of the militant proletariat of the world 



I iM Main Resolutions of the two Sections on the Question 

at Issue. 

I It. |> r in and of the P r ague C oramittee of Trade Unions 

in 1905. 

"The Czech Trade Union Committee at Prague makes tho 
I nil. .wing recommendations with a view to allaying the differences 
i-.^iwrrn' tlie Trade Union Commission at Vienna and the Trade Union 
< HiMiniUee at Prague and the prevention of international commotions 
..I J .|(i;uTels in the separate organisations; as well as to safeguarding 
III. r<ni;i| rights of members of all nationalities: 

I. a) The recognition and formation of autonomous Trade Union 

iinillces with competency extending over all members of their re- 

■•|nrlivc nationalities. 

b) The recognition of an international General Commission of 
h mI. tnions of Austria, composed of representatives of the national 

liters, whose competency shall extend over all matters exceeding 

III. limits of the separate national committees. Above all this Com- 
nil 11)11 will have for its duty the maintenance and the development 
mI ilir i(dations with the Trade Union organisations outside Austria 
HI. I Ihr selection of roi)rescntatives to the working class conferences 
•omI ruiigresses abroad, 

li. The representatives of tlic above mentioned organisations, 
jiiiKiIrd to the Czech Trade Unions committee recognise under the 
. ... nil l,i<nis speciiied below the following forms of Trade Union or- 
^Mlllllut,ion: 

I. The organisatitm ol! national Unions and Federations.^ 
:>. I'he organisation ol! Associations embracing the whole Empire. 
:}. The organisation of h'ederations embracing the whole Empire. 
I. The organisation of Uni(ms embracing the Empire of iuter- 
H.diMHal Trades' Councils. 

,() The executives of the Trade Union organisations of the whole 
I H,|, 111- sliailm their activity and press observe complete national 
...|thilily, which is the object of the SociahDemoeratic Labour Party 
1)1 \iif-ilria. 

Th<,' individual nationalities shall enjoy the right of represen- 
L.tinn on the Executives, the Trade Union Congresses, and the inter- 
• i.iMiiKil conferences, in proportion to their numerical strength. 

The central executives shall in their annual reports and inter- 
h iiiniiiil amplications keep a statistical record of their members accord- 
itic !•► I heir respective nationalities. 

h) To each nationality shall be guaranteed the right to elect 
I In 1 1 «»wn agitation and wage committees irrespective of the frontiers 
hnnliuiH'd in the legal Rules of Association. The following shall be 
I In hmciions of these committees: the management of the paper 
uhi.'li shall be published in their native language; the election of 
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editors, secretaries, and of other paid officials; and tlic settlement «| 
local disputes insofar as they only involve members of their natioiitti 
lity and such ilrms as have no branches or head-quarters in oilitif 
portions of the Empire. 

c) The executives shall not hinder the formation of natioiinl ' 
branches, when thirty members in a place or town quarter, wlinr* 
there is no branch of the same nationality and trade union, dechu'ii 
their wish to do so, in which case the local branches and unions bo 
lojiging to the general Trade Unions, have the right to decide U\ 
which Trade Union committee they would like to pay the coniii 
butions provided in the rules of these committees." 

The Keply of the Trade Union Commission of thi 

Empire. 

The Trade Union Commission of the Empire, after carofu 
consideration of the proposals of the Prague committee, declarndl 

"The Trade Union Commission of' the Empire is naturailyl 
convi]|ced that it is its duty as well as the duty ol the centraliHodj 
organisations to meet in every way linguistical requirements of thi 
members. 

It declares further: 

1. The resolutions adopted by the Trade Union congresHoj 
referring to the carrying out of centralisation of the 'JVade Uniofl 
movement must by adhered to. 

2. Hince the scheme of organisation [troposed by the Tradfll 
Union committee at Prague aims at the fornuxtion ol independeiitj 
national Trade Unions and associations throughout tlie Empire iiH 
against centralisation, and its realisations would cause grave damagu ' 
to the general Trade Union movement, it is duty of the centralist^l 
organisations to oppose with all energy these aspirations, inimical un i 
they are to the interests of the working class of all nationalities. 

i]. In virtue of the rules of our organisation and in view of' 
tlie needs of the Trade Uni(»n struggle for tiie improvement of thn 
social position of the working class, all such organisations as sever 
themselves, by means of local, district and general associations, from^ 
tlie centralised organisations must be regarded as standing outside j 
the Trade Unions of Austria and as not entitled to the benefit ofj 
mutual arrangements. 

4. The aspirations of the (-zech Trade Union committee tpl 
extend its activity beyond the Czech portion of Bohemia and thus ta| 
transform it into a Czech Trade Union Commission of the Empirei 
must be opposed in a most emphatic manner, since such aspirationi 
are not in consonance with the resolutions passed by the general 
Trade Union congresses, and are calculated to cause harm to tho 
Trade Union movejuent of all sections of industry and to cripple the 
success of the trade union struggle. 

5. The action of the delegates of the Commission of tho I 
Empire at the international conference of .Secretaries of Trade Union 
Federations at Amsterdam against the admission of a delegate from 
the Czech Trade Union committee was based on the resolutions of ' 
the Stuttgart and Dublin conferences and stand in perfect consonance 
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,11. ili.'iH The Trade Union Commission of the Empire assembled 
,, iiMMM. approves, therefore, expressly the action oiits delegate at 
i,,«l:iui, which exactly corresponded to the requirements oi the 
11, I i.ion policy of the "Central Executive." ^ 

The extraordinary general Trade Union Congress of IJUo 
l,.hlr,| on the proposed programme of tlie Czech irade Lnion 
HM.Kiiltee by the following votes: 

Eor the programme 2,364 votes 

Against the programme . . , 197,202 „ 
Did note vote — delegates 

representing 30,686 „ 

Were absent — delegates 

representing 8,640 

the Resolution of the Separatists. 

The c.mference of delegates of the Czech-Slavic Social-Demo- 
,,..i.r Labour Party assembled at the People's Palace in Prague on 
Mm\ •::! and 28, VM\ resolved in the matter ot the dispute about 
He Iniiti of organisation as follows (extract): 

Relying on the fundamental principles of the Interna- 

,.,l 'v^hich proclaim the absolute ciiuality, the solf-deterimnation, 

I ilM. iudependent power of decision of each and sundry natmnahty 

,H ,.ll .natters and under all circumstances, the Czech-blavic hociaU 

I .,;il.ic Labour Party insists on its right, unlimited as it is by 

.MM I h.u- or anybody, to decide upon all questions of its political, 
I,.,. I. n.Uon, and co-operative organisations, declaring at the same tune 
II. ,1 .1 .h.es not want, in the future any more than m the past, to 

1 .ght of the solidarity, necessary in the common actions ot the 

,.(„.... war, with the international organised proletariat of the world 
This independence of the Czech organisation m the field ot 
, ,1,1,.., has also demanded, as a natural complement the independence 

1,1 1 li.e trade union organisation. The Czech Social-Democracy, 

..Im . m.litical and trade union movement constitute an essentially 
,n.hr,.'h-nt whole, could not be split into two ha ves of which one 
,., nun.aged from the Czech centre at Prague, and the other tromthe 
M.Mn;in' centre at Vienna. Notwithstanding the sameness o programme 
ih.M are between the Czech and German proletariats such differences 
„l .l.vrlonment and, in Gonse(iuence, such dilTerences of re(imrements 

„M.| , ,1s that a corresponding difference in the technique of orga- 

ni , and administration as well as in the tactics is inevitable. 

n.... It is impossible to unite all these opposed interests in the many- 

iMM,^ .1 centralised forms of organisation, there are constantly arising 

iMl.nul difVerences which sow mutual distrust and paralise the 
,,,, ,,,,i,Mluess and the militant energy of the whole proletariat 

The Resolution of the Centralists. 

Tlic conference of the Czech Social-Democratic adlierents of 
II,. ..niralised Trade Unions, assembled at Briinn on April ^"^ ;^nd 4, 
iTjo, lias considered the recent events in Moravia and made the 
iMtlnwni^': declaration : 
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'M. The supreme principle of organisiition of the stragjrii) _^ 
the Czech proletariat iiiust uncouditionally rcmaiu that of the chiNi 
war and Internationalism. 

The Conference solemnly declares that it will always anil 
everywhere defend with all energy the proletarian solidarity of ill|J 
class-conscious, internationally inspired w^orking class. 

The awakciiing and the cultivation of class-consciousness in th 
workers, the education of the workers to comprehension of their poll 
tion in the class-state, their strengthening for the struggle, carrUr 
on in conimou with the proletarians of all nations, for the suhstitd 
tion of a socialist in the place of the capitalist society — this we re^jird 
as tlie loftiest as well as the common task of both the Trade Uniinij 
and political organisations of the proletariat. It is hecanse of tlilnj 
that we have devoted our lives to Socialism, to Internationalism,, 
and to the solidarity of the proletarian class, and now declare one 
more that we shall adhere with unshaken faith to these principles. 

2. In practice, however, a division of labour between the Tradd 
Union and political organisations is absolutely necessar^^ It is iiotl 
admissible, if tlio two directions of proletarian action are to enjog 
the full opportunity for efficient and successful work, that either UB 
them should be limited in its sovereignty as regards tlie decisions orn 
its own actions. It is especially the Trade Union struggle which willi 
not tolerate any ontside influence, as it is guided exclusively by tinjj 
economic re(]uiremcnts of the proletariat, which it serves, and by thol 
conditions prevailing in the masters' camp. A Trade Union organiJ 
sation which pcrniits itself to he guided in its internal matters by! 
outside considerations, will lose its' mobility as well as the capacity] 
and preparedness Cor light. Just as the strength of the employers arisoVl 
out of the possession of the means of production, out of thoirf 
anarchical nse, out of the protection afforded them by the State and 
Grovernment, and, last but not least, out of their powerful inter- 
national organisations where political opponents — nay, people divided 
by nationality and religiou, deliberate upoji common action — just 
so the strength of the proletariat Hows from its class-consciousness 
and the unity of its organisations. We oppose to the concentration 
of capital the concentration of our strength, to the concentration of 
exploiters the concentration of exi)loitcd, to the concentrath)n of (ex- 
ploiters' brutality the concentration of the proletarian s]drit of self- 
sacrifice and enthusiasm. 

It is only possible througli an international and united organi- 
sation to win those two nrillions workers in Austria who, thougli per« 
fcH^.tly ripe for organisation, have not yet been won over. A united 
Trade l^uion organisation is a matter of life and death for the struggle 
for the improvement of the conditions of labour and wages and for 
the agitation in gentiral in this country, so lace]'ated by tlie national 
feuds of the bourgeoisie. 

The separatist Trade Union organisations, whose cliief idea in 
the division of labour according to nationality, endanger the unity of 
action and the international solidarity, and we, therefore, cannot, from 
our international and class-war standpoint, sympathise with them. J^ 
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\vv crroet our nrolctarian brethren of other nations in Austria 

'r^'h^^i^s^T^p^ 

."■: Ji t". ™— b"™.. .1 tb. .mtrf «..W«ed ».g~- 

•HlOllN." 

„... Doclaration o! the Bohemian frtnilv''Sf'lhl?'party."'' 
Miiicials ol Trust in Favour ol the Unity ol me i-any. 

T|„. followins declaration has been adopted by a majority of 
,1 I ncr'^nT seven there being present 436 otiicials o£ trust, 
, i ,1 bv the poSl organisations of all Bohemia, and represen- 
' ^''.'Il'le^cMKstitntiLs of the Czech Social-Democracy: 

"The Conference of the officials «t trnst of the C^ecl>Slavio 

i,...,M be^translated into deeds. , -, ^ .• i „f tl,A 

Tl„. Conference is convinced that the International of the 
.„M which the Czech Social-Democracy closely adheres w 
,, t, on'er in the measure as its national component pa ts w 

l;:,;;'■:,/Kpo:t^\ "h;i;"ot\depende„\ and united political 

' "■;;:;':: Xltfand organisations .or. m this direction, 

, 11,;; intire Czech proletariat be inspired by this idea! 

Tlie above report, together with the explanatory document's is 

Vm liian proletarians of all nationalities. 
Vienna, May, 1910. 

,.half of the General (Empire's) Commission 

f t h e T r a d e U u i n s f A u s t n a : 

A. Hueber, 

S e c r e t a r y. 



